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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AUSTRIAN-ONA AGREEMENT 
REF: VIENNA A-308 

1. EMBOFF WAS CALLED TO FONOFF THIS MORNING ON URGENT BASIS 

BY DR. ANTON SEGUR. ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT TO DISCUSS AUSTRIAN AIR- 
LINES AGREEMENT WITH OVERSEAS NATIONAL AIRWAYS. AUSTRIANS ARE 
WORRIED THAT CAB MAY RULE AGAINST AGREEMENT, AND THIS IS CAUS- 
ING CONSIDERABLE CONCERN AND RESENTMENT IN CIVIL AVIATION DEPART- 
MENT OF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. MATTER HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO PERSONAL 
ATTENTION FO FOREIGN MINISTER KIRCHSCHLAEGER. 

2. SEGUR MADE FOLLOWING POINTS AND REQUESTED THEY BE BROUGHT 
PROMPTLY TO DEPT'S ATTENTION: 

A. GOA HAS FOR MANY YEARS BEEN VERY LIBERAL IN DEALING WITH US 
AVIATION INTERESTS HERE AND WOULD HOPE THAT US WOULD RESPOND IN 
KIND WHERE AUSTRIAN AVIATION INTERESTS ARE CONCERNED. 

B. GOA ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO AUSTRIAN-ONA AGREEMENT, 

AND WISHES TO EMPHASIZE THAT AUSTRIAN AIRLINES (AUA) IS COUNTRY'S 
NATIONAL CARRIER. 
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C. GOA HOPES THAT SOLUTION SATISFACTORY TO THE PARTIES INVOLVED 
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CAN BE ACHIEVED. 

3. SEGUR SAID AUSTRIANS UNDERSTAND THAT CAB MAY BE CONCERNED 
THAT AGREEMENT WOULD GIVE ONA SOME MEASURE OF INFLUENCE OVER AUA. 
HE SAID ANY SUCH IMPRESSION WOULD BE COMPLETELY UNFOUNDED AND THAT. 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF AUSTRIAN STATE TREATY, GOA WOULD NOT AND 
COULD NOT PERMIT AIRLINE OF ANOTHER COUNTRY TO OBTAIN ANY 
INFLUENCE OVER AUSTRIA'S NATIONAL CARRIER. 

4. SEGUR MADE IT PLAIN THAT SOME ELEMENTS IN CIVIL AVIATION DEPT 
WOULD LIKE GOA TO CONSIDER TAKING SOME ACTION AGAINST US AVIATION 
INTERESTS IF AGREEMENT IS NOT APPROVED, BUT SAID FOREIGN MINISTER 
HAS RULED OUT ANY HASTY ACTION. 

5. SEGUR STATED THAT AUSTRIAN EMBASSY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH DEPT 
AND HAS REPORTED THAT CAB MAY MAKE ITS DECISION EARLY NEXT WEEK. 


6. WE ASSURED DR. SELUR THAT WE WOULD PROMPTLY REPORT HIS REMARKS 


TO DEPT AND THAT USG WOULD GIVE THEM CAREFUL CONSIDERATITN. 

7. COMMENT: WHILE FONOFF IS TREATING THIS MATTER WITH RESTRAINT, 
EMBASSY KNOWS FROM SOURCES IN CIIVIL AVIATION DEPT THAT MATTER 

IS REGARDED THERE VERY SERIOUSLY. POSSIBLE ADVERSE REACTION SHOULD 


NOT BE RULED OUT IN EVENT AGREEMENT NOT APPROVED. 

8. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE STATUS REPORT ON THIS CASE SOONEST. 
HUMES 
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